
S€e€e S€eeee€

BXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Exncunvp OnpnR Nurvrnnn JB.E 2020 * 3

GOVERNO.R'S A.DI4SORY COANCIL ON RURAL REYITALIZATIO.N

WI{EREAS, rural areas of the State olil,ouisiana, as is the oase aclo$s the countryo are in crisis and

bear a disproportionate burden o.lpoverly, lack oL access to healthcarc, and poor quality
of life;

WHEREAS, n,any areas of rural Louisieura lack basic services such as eduotrlion, healthcare,
infi'astructtu:e, clean water, and dwittdlittg resources;

wHSREAS, agricultural prclduction is clitical to rural econonries, rural r:evitalization goes far beyond

agriculture as it includes the developrnent of non-ltrrrn oppoltunities and it makes cuttir:g-

edge teohnology and innovation the key ol'rural economic growth;

wHEnaAs tlre State of Louisiana will strive to remove any bamiers that may prohibit individuals in

rural Louisiana flom living a full, healihy, and plosperous life; and

WHEREAS it is in the best intercsts of the cilizens of the State of Louisiu'ra to engage in a centralizec{

and coordinated effort to further revitalization ofrural Louisiana to be more productive,

sustainable, healthy, attractive places to live.

NOW THTRAFORE, I, JOHN BEL ODWARI)S, Governol of the State of Louisiana, by virtue of the

authority vested by tho Constitution and laws of the State of Lottisiana, do hereby ordel: and direct as

Ibllows:

SECTION 1 "I'he Govemor's Advisory Council on Rural Revitalization (he.realler "Coturcil") is
cstablished arrd created within the Off,ice of the Govemor'

SECTION 2l 'l-he duties of the Council shall include, but are not limited to, the tbllowing:

A. Advising the Goveraor on issues of concern to the citizens of rurai Louisiana;

i3. Ictentifying the neecis, issues, and solutions relative to lural revitalieation, including

economic development, education, healthcale, infrastructure. clean water,

agricultnrc, aqrncnlture & fbrestry, wolkforce development, zurd broadband;

C. Iclentifying state, federal, ancl private resources available to :t'acilitate rural
revitalization el:forls; and

SECTION 3

D. Identitying best practioes fi'om other states and recornmend legislation to accomplish

the solutions proposed by the Council'

On or before.lanuary 5,2021 , the Council shall develop and strbnrit a cornprehensive

strategic plan to the Govemor legarding the issnes set fbrth in Section 2 of this Order and

shall submit amual progless reports thereatler.

llhe Cogncil shall be composed of a tnaximum of thirty-seven (37) rnembers who, unless

otl'rerwise specifiecl, shall be appoiuted by and serve at tJre pieasure ofthe (iovernol and

shall includc, but ttot limited to, the lbllowing:

SECTION 4r

1, The Speaker oftlte House, orhis designee;



2, The President of the Senate, or his designee;

3. A Louisiana congressman whose congressional district is primarily rural, or his
designee;

4. The Lieutenant Governor, or his designee;

5. The Commissioner of Agriculture and Forestry, or his designee;

6. The President of the Louisiana Community and Technical College System, or his
designee;

7. The State Exeoutive Director of the Louisiana Farm Service Agency State Office of
the United States Department of Agriculture, or his designee;

8. The Secretary of Louisiana Economic Development;

9, The Secretary of Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries;

10. The Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development;

1 1. The Secretary of Louisiana Workforce Commission;

12. The Chair ofthe Louisiana Legislative Rural Caucus, or his designee;

13, The Chair ofthe Louisiana Legislative Black Caucus, or his designee;

14. The Chancellor-Dean of Southern University Agrioultural Research and Extension

Center, or his designee;

15. Assistant Dean of Rural Health Initiatives Louisiana State University Health Science

Center Shreveport, or his designee;

16. The Dean of the Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine, or the director's
designee;

17. The Dean of the Louisiana State University Health Science Center School of
Dentistry, or his designee;

18. The Executive Director of the Police Jury Association, or his designee;

19. The Executive Director of the Louisiana Municipal Association, or his designee;

20. The Executive Director ofthe Louisiana Sheriffs Association, or his designee;

21, The Chief Exeoutive Offtcer of the Louisiana Electric Cooperatives, Inc', or his

designee;

22.The chair of the Louisiana Rural Hospital Coalition, or his designee;

23.Thepresident ofthe Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation, or his designee;

24.The chair of the Louisiana Black Farmers Association, or his designee;

25. The Executive Director of the Office of Community Development, Division of
Administration;

26.The Executive Director of the Louisiana Housing Corporation;

27.The chair of the Broadband for Everyone in Louisiana Commission;

28. The chair ofthe Cybersecurity Taskforce;

29. The chair of the Rural Water Association, or his designee;



30. The l)ean of the L,ouisiana Stale lJniver:sity College of Agriculture, or his designee;

31, One (1) represer.rtative of the telemedicine initiative;

32. One (1) rnenrber o:[the Louisiana Bankers Association; and

33. Five (5) rnernbers with clualifications deemed appropriate by the Governor, which
shall include being a citizen of a rural Louisiana commrurity with an interest in local
lrousing, cybersecur;iy and inliastruoture expansion, and reducing orime,

SECTION 5r 'l'he chair ollthe Council shall be appointed by the Gover,ror lrom the mernbership of the
C.louncil. All othcr of'ficers, if any, shail be elected by and liom the nernbership of the
Council.

SDCTION 6: The Cor"urcil shall meet at regularly scheduled intervals and at thc call of the chair,
Additionally, the Chair shall convene meetings of the CounciI at vnrious geographic
locations around the State,

SICTION 7: At its first meeting, the Council shall cstablish working groups of Council mer.nbers based

on subject mattel julisdiction.

SECTION 8: Council menrbers shallnot receive aclditional comperlsation or a per diem from the Office
ol'the Governor fbr serving on the Corurcjl.

Clouncil rnembers who are an employee or an elected public ofticial of the state of
Louisiana ol a political subdivision. ol'the state of Lor.risizma rnay seek reirnbursemeut of
travel expenses, iu accordauce with PPM 49, Ii'om their ernployllg and/or elccted
depaftment, agency and/or office.

Council menlbers who are also a nrember of the Louisiana Lcgislature may seek a per
diem tlonr the Louisiana State Senate or llouse ofRepreseutatives. as appropriate, ibr
their attendance.

SIICTION 9: Supporl stafll, flaoilities, ancl resources for the Clounoil shall be provided by the Offrce of
the Govemor'.

SECTION l0; All depaftments, colxnlissions, boards, oflices, entities, agencies, and oilftcers ol'the state
of Louisiana, or any political sLrbdivision thereof, are ar.rtlxrrize<l ancl directed to
cooperate with the Corurcil in implementing the provisions of tbis Order,

SECTION 11; 'Ihis Oldel is ellbctive uporl signature and shall continue in eiTect urrtil amended,
modified, ternrinated, or rcsairrded by the Governor, or telminated by operation of law.

lN WITNESS WHtrRnOf, I have set rny hancl ollicially
and caused tcl be affixed the Great Seal oJi the State o1'

l.ouisiana in the City of Baton Rouge, on this 14th day of
February, 2020.

OF LOUISIANA

ATTtrST BY THA
snctwTAltY olr sTAlt'E

f:4
SECRIITARY ATE


